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The Competition (Amendment) Act 2022 (Amendment Act) transposes the EU
Directive 2019/1 (the ECCN + Directive) into Irish law and significantly overhauls
Irish competition (antitrust) law and enhances the Competition and Consumer
Protection Commission (CCPC)'s enforcement powers. The Amendment Act was
signed into law on 29 June 2022 and is likely to commence during 2023.   

One area of significant change relates to the notification requirements and the extension of the
CCPC's authority to 'call in' otherwise non-notifiable transaction. 

The existing legislation imposes a mandatory obligation on parties to notify the CCPC of a proposed
merger or acquisition prior to the transaction being put into effect, where the aggregate turnover
in Ireland of the undertakings involved €60,000,000 or above in the most recent financial year and
either (i) the turnover in Ireland of each of two or more of the undertakings involved is €10,000,000
or above or (ii) a proposed merger or acquisition falls within a class of merger or acquisition which
the Minster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment is of opinion that "the exigencies of the common
good so warrant". 

The existing legislation also provides for self-reporting. In respect of a proposed merger or
acquisition that is not required to be notified, any of the undertakings involved in the transaction
may, before implementing it, notify the CCPC in writing and provide full details of the proposal to
put the merger or acquisition into effect. 

The Amendment Act inserts a new section into the principal Act authorising any of the parties
involved in a transaction to notify the CCPC of a transaction after its implementation.  

In addition, further new provisions, once operational, will empower the CCPC to require those
involved in a transaction which is not notifiable (or which has not been notified to it by the self-
notification provisions) if the CCPC considers it appropriate to do so where the transaction may
have an "effect on competition in markets for goods or services in the State".  If the CCPC
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identifies such a transaction, it will give those involved notice to the parties to notify the
transaction. If the parties do not comply, the CCPC will be authorised to investigate the
transaction as if it had been notified. This represents a substantial broadening of the CCPC's
authority to go behind the current self-reporting regime of transactions which fall below the
notification thresholds. 

To find out more about the Competition (Amendment) Act 2022, please contact Edon or Matthew
via their below details.

About Ogier

Ogier is a professional services firm with the knowledge and expertise to handle the most
demanding and complex transactions and provide expert, efficient and cost-effective services to
all our clients. We regularly win awards for the quality of our client service, our work and our
people.

Disclaimer

This client briefing has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Ogier. The
information and expressions of opinion which it contains are not intended to be a comprehensive
study or to provide legal advice and should not be treated as a substitute for specific advice
concerning individual situations.

Regulatory information can be found under Legal Notice

Meet the Author

Edon Byrnes

Partner

Ireland

E: edon.byrnes@ogier.com

T: +353 1 574 1398

Key Contacts

2

https://www.ogier.com/legal-notice/
https://www.ogier.com/people/edon-byrnes/
https://www.ogier.com/locations/ireland/
mailto:edon.byrnes@ogier.com
tel:+353 1 574 1398


Matthew Van Der Want

Senior Associate

Ireland

E: matthew.vanderwant@ogier.com

T: +353 1 584 6772

Related Services

Corporate

Regulatory

Related Sectors

Foreign direct investment (FDI)

3

https://www.ogier.com/people/matthew-van-der-want/
https://www.ogier.com/locations/ireland/
mailto:matthew.vanderwant@ogier.com
tel:+353 1 584 6772
https://www.ogier.com/expertise/services/legal/corporate/
https://www.ogier.com/expertise/services/legal/corporate/regulatory/
https://www.ogier.com/expertise/sectors/foreign-direct-investment-fdi/

	Amendments to Irish competition law – implementation imminent
	Insights - 01/01/2023
	About Ogier
	Disclaimer
	Meet the Author
	Key Contacts
	Related Services
	Related Sectors


