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Areas of expertise

〉Corporate and Financial Services Disputes

〉Dispute Resolution

〉Enforcement of Judgments and Awards

〉Fraud and Asset Tracing

〉Legal
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Acting for the successful claimant in IsZo Capital LP v Nam Tai Property Inc in proceedings

that resulted in the declaration of a private placement of shares in an NYSE listed company

to be void as carried out for an improper purpose after an expedited trial, upheld on an

expedited appeal.

Advising Teneo, the joint liquidators of Three Arrows Capital Limited (formerly the world’s

largest cryptocurrency-focused hedge funds), on a range of matters following their

appointment by the BVI Court.

Advising EY in their role as provisional liquidators of Unigroup International Holdings Ltd. and

Tsinghua Unigroup International Co. Ltd (BVI subsidiaries of a Chinese technology and

semiconductor manufacturer), in a contentious insolvency involving debts in excess of $1Bn.

Acting for the defendants in a complex shareholder dispute on behalf directors of a PRC

company in relation to the alleged under-sale of a pharmaceutical IP;

Acting for the successful claimant bank in the enforcement of a $30M foreign judgment

against a judgment debtor (following a 3-day trial and three interlocutory appeals)

〉Legal

〉Shareholder and Valuation Disputes

Banking Disputes  

Economic Substance  

Funds Disputes  

Regulatory

Background and experience

Before joining Ogier's BVI oEce in 2020, James practiced in the dispute resolution departments

of two of Ireland's premier commercial law Frms.

As part of Ogier's BVI team, James advised and represented clients in a broad range of Fnancial

services, commercial and complex investor and shareholder disputes, with a focus on asset

tracing, injunctive relief and fraud claims, particularly in the crypto asset space.

James moved to Ogier's Irish oEce in 2023, where he specialises in fraud and Fnancial crime

matters, crypto disputes, Fnancial services disputes, contentious regulatory investigations,

asset recovery and shareholder disputes.

Examples of matters on which James has worked since joining Ogier include:
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Acting for the successful respondent in discharging an injunction obtained to restrain the

privatisation of NASDAQ-listed BVI Company

Acting for an alleged shareholder in proceedings against the joint liquidators of a

multinational corporation valued at $40M, seeking removal from the register of members.

INSOL

RISA

BVI Bar Association

During his time in the BVI, James was an active member of the local legal community and held

the oEce of Treasurer of the BVI Bar Association Council in 2022/23.

James received his Bachelor of Laws from Trinity College Dublin in 2013. He also holds an

Advanced Diploma in Corporate, White–Collar and Regulatory Crime from Kings Inns and has

recently completed a Master of Laws from the University of London, specialising in Economic

Regulation and Financial Crime.

Memberships:

Admitted in:

2017 - Ireland

2018 - England and Wales (non practising)

2020 - British Virgin Islands

Examples of work
View more examples of work 〉

8 July 2022 | 1 min read

Cross-border Ogier team advises joint liquidators appointed over
cryptocurrency hedge fund Three Arrows Capital Limited

Justin Davis ���
Team: Sarah Latham, Maria On ���, Alan Wong ���, Shane Quinn, Romauld Johnson, James McDermott

  British Virgin Islands, Hong Kong

Case

23 June 2021 | 1 min read

BVI Commercial Court discharges injunction restraining privatisation of 3
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BVI Commercial Court discharges injunction restraining privatisation of
NASDAQ-listed BVI company

Nicholas Burkill
Team: Justin Davis ���, James McDermott

  British Virgin Islands, Hong Kong

Case

News and insights
Find out more 〉

17 April 2024 | 7 min read

White collar crime in Ireland - priorities and trends in a new era of
corporate enforcement

Larry Fenelon
Team: James McDermott

  Ireland

Insight

29 January 2024 | 3 min read

Norwich Pharmacal orders in Ireland: helpful clarity from the Irish Courts

James McDermott
Team: Stephen O'Connor

  Ireland

Insight

8 July 2022

Cross-border Ogier team advises joint liquidators appointed over
cryptocurrency hedge fund

Brian Lacy
Team: Justin Davis ���, Sarah Latham, Maria On ���, Alan Wong ���, Shane Quinn, Ada Chan ���, and 2 more

  British Virgin Islands, Hong Kong

News
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12 November 2021

The Eastern Caribbean Court of Appeal continues protection for Nam Tai
shareholders

Nicholas Burkill
Team: Ewelina Clyde-Smith, James McDermott

  British Virgin Islands

Insight

31 March 2021 | 1 min read

Ogier's BVI Dispute Resolution team named Litigation Practice of the Year

Brian Lacy
Team: Nicholas Burkill, Nicholas Brookes, Justin Davis ���, David Welford, Alexander Muksinov, Ewelina Clyde-Smith, and
4 more

  British Virgin Islands

News

5 March 2021

BVI commercial courts eNective support of the us market

Nicholas Burkill
Team: Michael Killourhy, Ewelina Clyde-Smith, James McDermott

Insight
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